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not win a first prize I will eat my head! "
said the cook.

9.  " Yon will hare a fine big meal, then,"
said the housemaid, "and I should not
wonder if yon have not spoilt her feathers
for ever by washing them.    You never
ought to have done it, and the poor thing
may get ill."

10.  But thanks to the care taken of her,
Betty did not get ill, though the nasty
soap  made her feel sick;   and the cook
saw that she had made a mistake in wash-
ing Betty.

11.  " All   creatures   can   clean  them-
selves," said the housemaid,   " leastways
all birds can, at any  rate,   and we  do
harm by meddling."

12.  " I think we ought to keep   her
under a wash-tub or in a basket until the
day for the show," said the cook.    "She
will be sure to get dirty again in that
barn."

13.  When a  nice new hen-coop   was
turned over her,  Betty began to  think
about her mother.    " What a horrid time
she must have spent when we were little,